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Clean Energy and Students’ 
Enthusiasm Shine at Nicosia 

Vocational High School 

Thanks to the hard work of the “Clean Energy Group,” the 

electronics workshop of a Nicosia vocational high school is 

now powered by clean, efficient and consistent energy 

generated by solar and wind power.  The “Clean Energy 

Group”—a group of energetic vocational high school 

students—proudly explained the results of their work during 

a presentation on Thursday, May 8, 2008.  With financial 

support from a grant from the SAVE project, the “Clean 

Energy Group” worked with their teachers to apply what 

they had been learning in the classroom—namely, how to 

use new, environmentally friendly technologies for 

electricity generation.  Their presentation highlighted the 

Group’s accomplishments, which included revamping their 

workshop, planning and implementing a project, and 

building an effective team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The mission of USAID/Cyprus is to 
encourage cooperation between 

Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot 
individuals and organizations to 
reduce tensions and promote a 

climate that will foster reconciliation 
and a durable peace settlement. 

Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot 
Children Plant Trees in “Peace Park” 

 

Ten children—five 

Greek Cypriots and 

five Turkish Cypriots—

planted Carob trees 

with the names, “Joy,”    

“Hope,”    “Friendship,” 

“Prosperity,” “Trust,” 

“Love,” “Respect,” and 

“Honesty” at the May 

10
th
  “Planting for the 

Future of Kontea” 

event in the village of 

Kontea/Turkmenkoy. Old and new residents of this 

precedent-setting village have pledged to be “keepers 

of each other’s culture” by protecting and restoring the 

village’s rich cultural heritage for future generations. 

The newly planted trees help to beautify the Carob 

Peace Park, part of the ACT-funded restoration project 

which also includes a mosque, Catholic church and 

Orthodox church, all located within the small village. 

The names hanging from the trees are written in 

English, Greek and Turkish and the children were 

reminded to continue to live by the words that hung 

from their new trees as they embark on their future 

together.  
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EDGE 

Turkish Cypriot fruit growers attended a Study 

Tour to Israel that was focused on cactus fruit 

cultivation and marketing.  Cactus fruit are well 

suited to the growing conditions in Cyprus and 

offer a lucrative and water-saving alternative to 

citrus.  Several fruit growers are now ready to 

establish professional cactus fruit orchards and 

the TC Chamber of Agricultural Engineers is 

better able to organize extension activities.  

        EDGE continued its

       capacity building  

       work with the TC  

       Chambers of  

       Commerce and  

                                           Industry, including 

through assisting them with workflow analyses, 

recruitment, physical reorganization, and 

member services. 

REAP 

The Energy Professionals’ Association (EPA) 

is planning its first Technical Seminar for late 

May after conducting a survey to determine 

which seminars would be most desired by its 

members. The top ranking subjects were 

photovoltaics, solar thermal systems, wind 

systems and bioenergy. The EPA is now 

registered with the European Union’s PADOR 

electronic database. The EPA is also working 

on populating its website with specific 

information on its members through the use of  

business templates.  REAP’s detailed 

unbundling plan for the electricity utility was 

well received by the utility’s executive board. 

The next step is to establish a steering 

committee for detailed planning and execution 

of the accounting and management during the 

unbundling.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE 

SAVE’s Famagusta Walking Tour 

brochure is ready!  This colorful 

guide to over 30 historical and 

cultural heritage sites in the old 

city of Famagusta is the first of its 

kind, emphasizing Cyprus’ rich 

and multicultural past.  Also in 

Famagusta, SAVE’s GIS team  

conducted two training sessions for municipal 

managers and engineers.  On May 13, SAVE 

hosted an information session on its small grants 

program; the next deadline for submissions is June 

15.  Continuing its work on mulching, SAVE 

organized a half-day training session for the 

personnel operating the wood chipper provided to 

the community of Lefke, who are now better able to 

advise farmers on proper mulch application. 

ACT 

Eighty-four teachers and all the teachers’ unions 

attended EUROCLIO’s workshop on history 

teaching on May 10. A well-attended presentation 

about “Demystifying the Relationship between 

Journalists and Civil Society” took place on May 

12, presenting the benefits of “Community Media.” 

The International Conference, “The Potential of 

Youth to Build Peace in a Multicultural Society” will 

be held May 16-17. Next week, the Nature 

Conservation Unit of Frederick Research Center, 

the Pedagogical Institute and CARDET will hold an 

Environmental Conference.  On May 20, the NGO 

Support Center will hold a presentation on the 

“Assessment Report of the Legal and Regulatory 

Framework Affecting NGOs in Cyprus.” Finally, the 

Youth Dialogue Project now has its own website, 

www.cyprusyouthdialogue.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cyprusyouthdialogue.org/
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OUR PROJECTS 
 

 The Action for Cooperation and Trust (ACT) program mainstreams the concepts of conflict resolution in 
over 120 projects that encourage Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots to work on issues of common concern 
and solve problems together.  Projects are currently underway in the areas of youth, education and tolerance, 
civil society strengthening, sustainable development and cultural heritage preservation.  ACT is funded 
through a cooperative agreement between USAID and the UN Development Program (UNDP).    

 

 The Cyprus Partnership for Economic Growth (CyPEG) includes activities that support economic growth in 
the Turkish Cypriot community to decrease the disparities between the communities and promote 
reconciliation.  CyPEG is implemented by U.S. contractors under different USAID contract mechanisms. 

 The objective of the Economic Development and Growth for Enterprises (EDGE) project is to 
strengthen the domestic and international competitiveness of Turkish-Cypriot small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) and help restructure the financial sector so that SMEs can thrive.   

 The Resource Efficiency Achievement Program (REAP) promotes more efficient use of water and 
energy by conducting audits and upgrades of representative business establishments and households.   
REAP also provides technical assistance to Turkish Cypriot energy experts. 

 The Supporting Activities that Value the Environment (SAVE) project focuses on improving (1) the 
competitiveness, financial status, and quality of basic services and infrastructure to more easily meet 
international and EU standards and (2) Turkish Cypriot capacity to manage natural and cultural resources 
for economic growth. 

News from Nicosia 

 
May 7 

President Demetris Christofias 

and Turkish Cypriot Leader 

Mehmet Ali Talat met face-to-

face at a meeting of party 

leaders in the UN Buffer Zone.  

The two are scheduled to meet 

to discuss the progress of the 

ongoing working groups and 

technical committees on May 

23. 

May 16 
Acting USAID Representative, 

Keith Simmons, arrived at post. 

 

Using local materials and expertise and with the 
cooperation of both communities, SAVE began work 

documenting and preserving the 11th century church 
of Panayia Pergamiotissa outside of Akanthu village 

at the beginning of the Karpas peninsula.  

  


